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These scholars refuse to accept the quotations
of Justin as testimony to the existence or to the
authority of our Gospels, because of difference
of wording. Difference as to matters of fact is
not alleged. The question at most is between
our Gospels and Gospels which closely agreed*
with them.

In the case of Tatian, it is a question between
our Gospels and an unknown Gospel or Gospels,
which sufficiently resembled ours to be mistaken
for extracts from them. With regard to the
Elder quoted by Papias, it is a question between
our S. Mark and a S. Mark which our S. Mark
entirely superseded, presumably because there
was sufficient likeness between the two writings
to make an exchange possible.

In the extant works of the Fathers, from the
close of the first century to the opening of the
third, we find no trace whatever of Gospels sub-
stantially different from our own.

The evidence is fragmentary, but coming as it
does with unanimity from many different sources,
it is hardly to be resisted. Either our Gospels,
or Gdspels which closely agreed with them. There
is no other choice.

That which has been said  of the Apostolic